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AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



OUR LETTER FROM ITALY. 

" DOWN WITH ARMS." 

The excellent success of the Almanac, published under 
the above name by the Lombard Union Peace Society, 
brought together, at the invitation of said society, at the 
Hotel Milan on Sabbath evening, Jan. 8, numerous 
friends and adherents of the cause of humanit}\ The 
dinner was given in honor of those who had gotten up 
the Almanac, and they deservedly were given the place 
of honor among the guests who had gathered to the num- 
ber of 115. 

After the salutation given by Mr. Moneta to those 
present, in the name of the Society which had invited 
them, the distinguished writer, De Amicis, pronounced a 
splendid discourse, which I am inclined to send you in 
full, as thus it will not lose any of its literary beauty nor 
of its power, which was very great over those present : 

" It is a satisfaction no less intense than rare to be able 
to express to an audience of intimate friends an idea 
which they all hold in common — this satisfaction you 
are now giving me. 

" I have often asked myself why all honest and sensible 
men of all countries are not with us — through what 
obstinacy or what misunderstanding all, even those who 
think that the attainment of our ideal is impossible, do 
not cordially join us in our work, so certain and evident 
seem to me to be the beneficent effects which it produces 
through the simple diffusion of the ideas and sentiments 
which it inspires. 

"We bear within us an unfortunate inheritance of 
false notions and evil instincts, — an obscure relic of bar- 
barism of which we are scarcely conscious, which form 
among all, as it were, an immense mass of inflammable 
material scattered among every people. This, either 
spontaneously or through the artifices of a few persons, 
may at any time break out into a flame and result in the 
terrible calamity of war. Now, as to these dangerous 
remains of barbarism, concealed, as they all are, under 
false appearances, it is our purpose to grasp them, to ana- 
lyze them, to present them in their true character, to 
bring them into disrepute and to destroy them, that in 
the decision of contests between people and people reason 
may hold an ever-increasing supremacy and the ele- 
ments of destruction and death less and less power. 
Who, honestly, can refuse us his consent and his sup- 
port? 

"We say to fathers and mothers : Educate thoroughly 
your sons ; but let not an instrument of death be the first 
toy which you place in their hands ; let not the pretence 
of slaughter be the first delight of their fancy, because 
too old and deadly is the error of stimulating in the child 
the instinct of ferocity, in the belief that you are training 
him in the noble valor which is thought to become a 
citizen. 

"We say to the youth of all lands: Love your coun- 
try ; but let yours be that love of country which, illumi- 
nated by a larger and wiser affection, causes you to honor 
the excellence and to speak well of the fortunes of any 



people, as a necessary ally of ourselves and of all men 
in the immense struggle for life and civilization which we 
are carrying on with nature, — not that other love of 
country which, swollen with pride and crimson with jeal- 
ousy, flies into a passion at every shadow and disgraces 
itself with every possible quarrel, which has need to keep 
itself alive by a sort of hatred which is the most unjust 
and base of all, even that which embraces millions of 
unknown and innocent human beings. 

"Let us say to those to whom is entrusted the na- 
tional defence : It is a beautiful thing to keep the mind 
always prepared for supreme sacrifice for the country ; it 
is a noble ambition to wish to merit its gratitude ; but 
let no ambition move you to desire war for the sake of 
war, for of all the excesses of selfishness this is the most 
dreadful, and whoever allows it in his heart is no longer a 
true defender of his country — he is its bloodthirsty 
enemy, doubly guilty because he takes his place beneath 
the banner of its best beloved sons. 

"Let us say to teachers and educators: Inspire the 
youth with a love of ancient greatness, but do not con- 
found in the same admiration great souls and fortunate 
robbers, because that is a perversion of the sense of jus- 
tice ; do not accustom them to consider the slaughter of 
peoples, like that of ants, which are trodden down in 
passing, because that is to dry up the fountains of pity ; 
do not inculcate in them the idea of the fatal necessity of 
war, for that is to destroy in them faith in civilization 
and to drive them into contempt for the human race ; do 
not teach them that the moral forces of peoples are not 
tempered, except with fire and sword, because labor, sci- 
ence, charity, poverty, pain, are doing this tempering. 
These say to you : We are able to produce heroes and 
martyrs on earth, — and they show you a legion of them 
every day. 

" Finally, let us say to believers : What sort of a relig- 
ion is it which not only does not preach peace, but asks 
of God that torrents of blood may be shed, and thanks 
Him while they are still smoking?' Come with us, if it 
is true that you bear in your heart forgiveness and love : 
lift up your voice for our cause, if you are not lying to 
Jesus Christ when you pray that His kingdom may come 
upon the earth. 

"This we say, and for the attainment of the lofty end 
in view, we have a profound faith in the power of truth 
uttered with intelligence and earnestness, unweariedly 
repeated and diffused in the schools, in the churches, in 
the factories, in the athenasums, in the royal palaces, 
uttered in all languages and upon the frontiers of all 
countries, first by thousands, and then by millions of 
voices, until it becomes so formidable as to cause to fall 
from the hand of the monster the cruel sword and the 
infamous torch. 

" It is a dream, they tell us. Very well, be it so ; it 
is a dream ; but it is like that which, in the midst of the 
raging hatreds and the civil wars, when all Italy was in 
bleeding fragments, must sometimes have delighted our 
ancient fathers, by showing them in the future, as it 
were, an incredible miracle — all these lines of separation 
blotted out, all these animosities spent, all these impla- 
cable feuds between brethren disarmed and reconciled 
forever around a single flag. 

" And the dream of to-day will be fulfilled, as the 
dream of those days has been. 

"Stir up, then, patriotic vanity, rekindle old animosi- 
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ties, build up custom-house barriers, cover with fortresses 
the frontiers, — against the great rivers which run down 
to mingle their waters with the ocean dykes are no 
obstruction ; civilized peoples are approaching one 
another, drawn by a force which nothing can resist ; they 
recognize as more imaginary than real the race prejudices 
of which so much is said, as a false appearance the pre- 
tended antagonism of their interests ; they are commin- 
gling their ideas, their customs, their labors, their arts, 
their blood, and they go on multiplying and strengthen- 
ing among them, under the impulse of growing necessi- 
ties, the bonds of life, with a rapidity so marvellous that 
the idea of severing them again with the sword, for what- 
ever cause, will, before long, seem as absurd and abomi- 
nable as that of resolving the internal questions of a 
nation by hurling its provinces one against another, 
enraged by the savage madness of medieval times. 

"This is the faith of us all — a strength and divine 
comfort of the mind ; a faith which, notwithstanding a 
gigantic European war which might break out to-morrow, 
would not be the least diminished. 

" As for myself, I have another faith even more 
ardent, which to many of you will seem an illusion. I 
believe that the advance made by the idea of peace, 
through the influence of forces extraneous to our propa- 
ganda, is much greater than it appears to us ourselves to 
be, much greater than the wounded pride of a great people 
can allow to be affirmed. I believe that the international 
questions which are now a danger will have a remote but 
pacific solution, comprised within the circle of a vaster 
change of affairs. 

"I believe that the innumerable multitudes who are 
calling for human nourishment, for intellectual life and 
for justice, will not be answered by driving them, like 
herds, to the slaughter pen, after which, in order to pre- 
pare for new recaptures and for new defences, they will 
again be more cruelly starved than before ; I believe that 
this accursed massacre of peoples from which the imagi- 
nation turns away horrified, and which has been hanging 
for twenty years over our heads like a curse of God, will 
not come ; that the morning of the twentieth century will 
not dawn on this disgrace of the world. 

"I believe it. You certainly hope it. Let us lift then 
together our goblets, and with one heart, with one vivat, 
salute this sacred hope." 

Interesting addresses were afterwards given by other 
speakers. Angelo Mazzoleni spoke in the name of the 
International Peace Bureau of Berne, of which he is a 
member. After alluding to the distant friends who scat- 
tered though they are through all the countries of the 
civilized world, are laboring with the same faith and unity 
of thought for the pacification of peoples and for inter- 
national harmony, he said : 

" The great American people, the richest and most 
industrious people of the world, are expecting this year at 
Chicago the representatives of our European continent. 
This people has already, in a memorable treaty, adopted 
arbitration as a permanent rule of its public law and has 
invited the powers of Europe to give it their adhesion. 

" He expressed the wish that, in accordance with the 
votes of the Congress and the Interparliamentary Confer- 
ence at Berne, similar motions might be presented in all 



the parliaments of Europe, to invite their respective gov- 
ernments to adopt the method of arbitration, either by 
early giving their adherence to the treaty of Washington 
(17th April, 1890), or by the stipulation of similar treaties 
among the nations of Europe." 

Finally, recalling the precedents of the Italian Parlia- 
ment in the practice of arbitration, he closed his discourse 
with these words : " Italy more than any other nation is 
called by her very traditions and by her contemporary 
history to fulfil in Europe a mission of peace and of civil- 
ization." 

The convention of the friends of peace in Milan found 
an echo of sympathy in all the provinces of Italy, and the 
press of all parties drew from it happy omens for the 
future, for the cessation, that is, not only of war but also 
of the ruinous armaments kept by all the nations as a 
guarantee of peace and which are the cause of the pro- 
found economic misery with which the populations are 
afflicted, pressed down with burdens which have become 
henceforth unendurable. A. Mazzoleni. 

Milan, Italy, 12th Jan., 1893. 



Bkookline, Mass., Feb. 26, 1893. 

Dr. Benjamin F. Trtjeblood : 

My Dear Sir — I have read with great satisfaction and 
approval your article in the Advocate of Peace on 
" The Boys' Brigade." The protest can not be too often 
repeated. The military drill is a disgrace to our public 
and private schools and calculated to impart that warlike 
spirit in youth which the preaching of peace and brotherly 
love can not eradicate in age. 

I have always raised my voice against it and refused to 
allow any of my boys to conform to the practice. It 
seems discouraging to attempt to stem the military spirit 
of the age, but the duty is all the more pressing, and the 
word must be spoken and the seed sown in faith. 
Yours for the abolition of man-killing, 

William Lloyd Garrison. 



NOTICE. 

The series of World's Congresses to be held at Chicago 
during the summer will be opened on May 15 by the 
Congress of Representative Women. This Congress will 
last for seven days and will consider the following sub- 
jects in the order named : 

The Civil and Social Evolution of Woman. The Ad- 
ministrative Ability of Woman. 

Woman the New Factor in Economics. The Industrial 
Position of Woman in Germany. The Industrial Position 
of Woman in France. 

The Ethics of Dress. Woman on the Stage and in the 
Pulpit. 

The New Womanhood of Italy. Our debt to Zurich 
and to Brussels. 

Woman as a Financier. Woman in Municipal Gov- 
ernment. 

The Light in the East. The Political Future of 
Woman. 



